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Re-examining politics
to re-define the future

[CFAl University
Nagaland holds
‘Conversation on Politjcs,
an interdisciplinary post
graduate students’seminar
Morung Express News
Dimapur | October 15

What is ‘politics’? Is it the tango
around elections? Or is the political
in our lives defined by the choices we
make every moment of it? Power, au-
thority, structures, language—these
havecometodefinethenotion ofpol-
itics in a way that has taken politics
away from the commons and made
it an exclusive domain. To overturn
the tide, we, the people, need to de-
fine ourchallenges and “redefine the
politics ofimagination.” ‘

This was discussed today at the
ICFAI University (Department of Po-
litical Science) Nagaland’s Interdisci-
plinary Post Graduate Students’ Semi-
nar titled ‘Conversation on Politics!

Re-examining politics
Power, authority, language and
time—these constructs are generally

| used to define the idea of politics, ex-

plained politicaland legal anthropol-
ogist Dr. Dolly Kikon in her inaugural
address.

“The idea of politics may be re-
lated to these concepts but they need
to be re-examined,” said Dr. Kikon,
speaking to an auditorium of post
graduate students from various dis-

ciplines. The first question to ask in’

this pursuit is what is the political in
ourlives?

Every breathing second, she as-
serted, politics helps us situate our-
selves in this world through notions
of accountability, the choices we
make that affect the collective, our
practice of compassion, forgiveness,
reconciliation as political beings.
Howdowereactto, and engage with,
social events happeningaround us?

Unwinding the concepts, Dr.
Kikon highlighted that in a true de-

mocracy, power lies in the hands
of the collective, the people. Move-
ments around the world, like the Oc-
cupy movement in the US or in Asia
against the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act have put power back in
thehands ofthecollective, shenoted.

In the same vein, do we use our
authority as active members of soci-
ety? We should ask ourselves about
childrights,orwhereourfoodis com-
ing from, encouraged Dr. Kikon. As
political beings, we need to engage
withideas ofjustice thataffect the im-
mediate and larger world around us.

Time—how do we connect with
the pastand the present? What is the
future we aspire for? Political dreams
and life aspirations, said Dr. Kikon,
are charted over a lifetime and can-
notberestricted toashorttime frame.

Most of all, while engaging with
each of these issues, we need to re-
construct language. “Language can
be used as symbols of power and
violence, but also as a symbol of jus-
tice and peace,” observed Dr. Kikon,
quoting Nobel laureate Toni Morri-
son and Naga author Easterine Kire.
For this, listening needs to become a
toolin our kit from which we can de-
velop a language that connects cul-
tures all over the world. This, then, is
politics.

Re-defining the future

Editor of The Morung Express,
Dz. Akitm Longchari began his “‘Con-
versation on Politics’ with the “di-
lemma of truth”—is the concurrent
existence of many truths the politics
of interpretation or diversity that in-
terprets the human kind? He won-
dered, then, what is the truth of our
dilemma? He was referring to the
Naga “caravan” that began its peace-
ful journey, got waylaid butis nowin
the hands of young Nagas—should it
betakenbacktoitsoriginal course, or
the pathlaid bythe hijackersorbeled
toanewdestination altogether?

“Together we need to find an-
swers.”

Sharing an exercise with the stu-
dents on how to visualise the struc-

a

tures of power, Dr. Longchari noted
that “For the ones at the bottom of
the structure, the common people,
peace means change. For those on
top, peace means for those at the bot-
tom to suffer peacefully in the status
quo.’ Thisiswhatis happeningin Na-
galand todayateverylevel, from fam-
ilyto government.

It is thus for those in the middle,
the educated, to empower and edu-
cate one another—“we can walk to-
gether with the people and create
change” Changing the face at the
top level will not bring change in
Nagaland, he observed. “We have to.
rethink our future and dream new
dreams.”

In this, he suggested reconceptu-
alising time. “If we can agree on what
Nagaland will look like in 2050, we
can work ourselves backward from
there and not be confused today,” he
said. For all of this, a change of struc-
ture would be required lest “our past
becomes our future.”

- “Ourbiggestchallenge todayis for
ustodefine our challenges, currently
being defined by others. We need to
redefine the politics of imagination,”
asserted Dr. Longchari, highlighting
the conflict between power and jus-
tice/rights, “a clash of the authority
and therevolutionary”

Citing the instance of MK Gan-
dhi’s non violent movement, I
wondered if the movement
imagined a new 1
tween people and power structures,
then the product of the movement,
thatis the Indian State, maynot have
turned out to be so violent. Taking
the example of Article 371-A, he ob-
served that it has reduced the ques-
tion of a peoples’ self definition to 2
question of iribes, and the question
ofrightsto a “special status’

Redefining our imagination
would, then, be the “critical yeast in
bringing our dilemmas together so
we can find new pathways into the
future”

The second session saw paper
presentations from post graduate stu-
dents of ICFAI University Nagaland.
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